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In the annals of military history, the course of wars has often been altered

by

a single pivotal moment. In the protracted and complex conflict in

Afghanistan, one such moment came in the form of a seemingly innocuous

document: The Paper.
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In 2009, a group of U.S. Army officers, led by Lieutenant Colonel Paul
Scharre, embarked on a clandestine mission to gather intelligence on the
Afghan insurgency. Their assignment was to delve into the heart of enemy
territory and establish a network of informants.

Amidst the challenges and risks of their mission, the officers discovered a
pattern. The insurgents were using a specific type of paper, a type not
commonly found in Afghanistan, for printing propaganda and operational
documents. This paper, the officers realized, was a potential gold mine of
information.

With meticulous care, they collected samples of the paper and sent them
back to the U.S. for analysis. The results were astonishing. The paper
contained a unique watermark that identified the manufacturer: a small,
unknown company in Pakistan.
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This breakthrough was a game-changer. It revealed a direct link between
the Afghan insurgency and a specific entity in Pakistan. The U.S. military
and intelligence agencies had long suspected Pakistani support for the
insurgency, but this paper provided irrefutable evidence.

Armed with this intelligence, the U.S. government confronted Pakistan and
demanded a crackdown on the paper manufacturer. The Pakistani
government, under international pressure and the threat of sanctions,
complied.

The impact of The Paper was far-reaching. It severed a critical supply line
for the Afghan insurgency, disrupting their propaganda efforts and
operational capabilities. It also led to increased scrutiny of Pakistan's role in
the conflict, forcing them to reassess their support for the insurgents.

The story of The Paper is a testament to the power of intelligence and the
ingenuity of those who gather it. It is a reminder that even in the most
challenging of circumstances, a small piece of evidence can have profound
implications.

In his gripping book, "The Paper That Changed the War in Afghanistan,"
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Scharre provides a firsthand account of the
mission that led to this extraordinary discovery. With vivid detail and expert
analysis, he recounts the challenges, risks, and ultimate triumph of the
team that unearthed The Paper.

Scharre's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the complexities of
modern warfare, the role of intelligence in shaping events, and the stories
of those who serve on the front lines of conflict. Its insights are invaluable



to policymakers, military strategists, and anyone seeking to understand the
intricate interplay of war and intelligence.

So delve into the pages of "The Paper That Changed the War in
Afghanistan" and witness the unfolding of a remarkable story that reshaped
the course of a conflict.
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