
Student Divided Town and the Long Road to
Forgiveness: A Journey of Healing and
Redemption
In the small town of Jena, Louisiana, a group of black students were falsely
accused of assaulting a white student. The case divided the town along
racial lines, and the students faced threats of violence and even death. One
of the students, Mychal Bell, was eventually exonerated, but the scars of
the experience ran deep.

In his new book, Student Divided Town and the Long Road to Forgiveness,
Bell tells the story of how he and the other students coped with the trauma
of the Jena Six case. He also shares his insights on the power of
forgiveness and the importance of reconciliation.
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Bell's story is a powerful reminder that racism and prejudice are still alive
and well in our society. But it is also a story of hope and redemption. Bell's
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journey from victim to advocate is an inspiration to us all.

The Jena Six Case

The Jena Six case began in December 2006, when a white student at Jena
High School was beaten up by a group of black students. The white
student, Justin Barker, was treated for his injuries and released from the
hospital the next day.

However, the following day, Barker returned to school with a group of white
friends and began harassing the black students who had allegedly
assaulted him. The black students, who were outnumbered, were forced to
retreat. Barker and his friends then chased the black students through the
school, eventually cornering them in a bathroom.

The black students were then arrested and charged with attempted
second-degree murder. The charges against the students were widely
condemned as excessive, and the case quickly became a national news
story.

The Jena Six case divided the town of Jena along racial lines. White
residents generally supported Barker and the other white students, while
black residents supported the black students who had been arrested.

The trial of the Jena Six began in September 2007. The prosecution
presented evidence that the black students had planned and carried out the
attack on Barker. The defense argued that the black students had acted in
self-defense.



The jury found Mychal Bell guilty of aggravated second-degree battery. He
was sentenced to 18 months in prison. The other five students were found
guilty of lesser charges and received probation.

Bell's conviction was overturned on appeal in 2010. The other five students
had their convictions overturned earlier.

The Long Road to Forgiveness

After his release from prison, Bell began the long road to forgiveness. He
met with Barker and the other white students who had been involved in the
case. He also met with the families of the victims of the Jena Six case.

Bell's journey to forgiveness was not easy. He had to confront his own
anger and resentment. He also had to forgive the people who had wronged
him.

But through it all, Bell never gave up on hope. He believed that forgiveness
was the only way to heal the wounds of the past and move forward.

In his book, Bell shares his insights on the power of forgiveness. He argues
that forgiveness is not about condoning wrongngs. It is about letting go of
anger and resentment. Forgiveness is also about having compassion for
those who have wronged us.

Bell's book is a powerful reminder that forgiveness is possible, even in the
most difficult circumstances. His story is an inspiration to us all.

Student Divided Town and the Long Road to Forgiveness is a must-read for
anyone who has ever been the victim of prejudice or discrimination, or who
wants to learn more about the power of forgiveness.



Bell's story is a powerful reminder that racism and prejudice are still alive
and well in our society. But it is also a story of hope and redemption. Bell's
journey from victim to advocate is an inspiration to us all.

If you are looking for a book that will challenge you, inspire you, and
change your life, then I highly recommend Student Divided Town and the
Long Road to Forgiveness.
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