
F3D/EF-10 Skyknight Units of the Korean and
Vietnam Wars: Uncovering the History of a
Legendary Combat Aircraft
The F3D/EF-10 Skyknight was a versatile and formidable carrier-based
fighter aircraft developed by Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation
during the early years of the Cold War. It was originally designed as a night
fighter, but its capabilities were quickly expanded to include electronic
warfare, ground attack, and reconnaissance roles. The Skyknight played a
significant role in the Korean and Vietnam Wars, where it proved to be a
valuable asset to the United States Navy and Marine Corps.

Design and Development

The F3D Skyknight was designed in response to a Navy requirement for a
new night fighter to replace the aging F6F Hellcat. Grumman engineers
drew inspiration from their earlier F7F Tigercat design, but the Skyknight
was a significantly larger and more powerful aircraft. It featured a twin-
engine, twin-boom configuration with a distinctive "bat-wing" design that
provided excellent stability and maneuverability. The Skyknight was also
equipped with a powerful radar and an array of cannons and rockets for
offensive firepower.
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Korean War Service

The F3D Skyknight first saw combat in the Korean War, where it was
primarily used as a night interceptor. The aircraft's powerful radar and
advanced electronics made it well-suited for this role, and it quickly became
a feared opponent of North Korean pilots. Skyknights shot down a total of
14 enemy aircraft during the Korean War, making it the most successful
night fighter of the conflict.

In addition to its night-fighting capabilities, the Skyknight also proved to be
a versatile attack aircraft. It was used to carry out bombing and strafing
missions against enemy targets, and its powerful rockets were particularly
effective against armored vehicles. Skyknights also played a role in the
aerial reconnaissance missions, providing valuable intelligence to allied
forces.

Vietnam War Service

The F3D Skyknight continued to serve in the United States Navy and
Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. In this conflict, it was primarily used
in an electronic warfare role, jamming enemy radar and communications
systems. Skyknights also carried out bombing and strafing missions, and
they were often used to provide close air support for ground troops.

One of the most notable incidents involving the Skyknight in Vietnam
occurred in 1965, when a Marine Corps EF-10B was shot down by enemy
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fire. The pilot, Captain Lance Sijan, was captured by the North Vietnamese
and subjected to brutal torture. Despite his injuries, Sijan refused to provide
any information to his captors, and he eventually died in captivity. He was
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroism.

Retirement and Legacy

The F3D/EF-10 Skyknight was gradually phased out of service in the late
1960s and early 1970s, as newer and more advanced aircraft were
introduced. However, it left behind a legacy as one of the most versatile
and successful combat aircraft of its era. The Skyknight served with
distinction in both the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and it played a vital role
in the development of modern naval aviation.

Today, a number of F3D/EF-10 Skyknights are preserved in museums and
airshows around the world. These aircraft serve as a testament to the skill
and ingenuity of the men and women who designed, built, and flew them.
The Skyknight remains a symbol of the Cold War era, and it continues to
captivate aviation enthusiasts to this day.

The F3D/EF-10 Skyknight was a legendary combat aircraft that played a
pivotal role in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Its versatility, maneuverability,
and firepower made it a valuable asset to the United States Navy and
Marine Corps. Today, the Skyknight remains a symbol of the Cold War era,
and it continues to inspire aviation enthusiasts around the world.
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