
Expert Witnesses: Conflicts of Interest and
Absolute Immunity
Expert witnesses are an essential part of the legal system. They provide
specialized knowledge and insights that can help juries understand
complex issues and make informed decisions. However, the use of expert
witnesses can also raise ethical and legal concerns, particularly when it
comes to conflicts of interest and issues of absolute immunity.
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Conflicts of Interest

A conflict of interest arises when an expert witness has a personal or
financial interest in the outcome of a case. This can create a bias that
affects the expert's objectivity and testimony. For example, an expert
witness who has been hired by one party in a case may be more likely to
testify in a way that favors that party.
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Conflicts of interest can be difficult to identify, especially when they are not
obvious. However, there are a number of factors that can increase the risk
of a conflict of interest, including:

* The expert witness has a financial relationship with one of the parties in
the case. * The expert witness has a personal relationship with one of the
parties in the case. * The expert witness has previously testified for one of
the parties in the case. * The expert witness has a strong opinion about the
outcome of the case.

If an expert witness has a conflict of interest, it is important to disclose this
to the court and the parties involved in the case. The court may then decide
whether to disqualify the expert witness from testifying.

Absolute Immunity

Expert witnesses are generally immune from liability for their testimony.
This immunity is known as absolute immunity. It means that expert
witnesses cannot be sued for damages, even if their testimony is
inaccurate or misleading.

Absolute immunity is based on the public policy of encouraging expert
witnesses to testify without fear of reprisal. However, this immunity can also
lead to problems. For example, it can make it difficult to hold expert
witnesses accountable for their testimony.

There are a few exceptions to the rule of absolute immunity. For example,
expert witnesses can be sued for damages if they:



* Testify falsely under oath. * Commit perjury. * Fabricate evidence. *
Engage in other misconduct that is not protected by absolute immunity.

Balancing the Interests

The use of expert witnesses is a delicate balancing act. On the one hand,
expert witnesses can provide valuable information that can help juries
reach informed decisions. On the other hand, conflicts of interest and
issues of absolute immunity can raise ethical and legal concerns.

The courts have developed a number of rules and procedures to address
these concerns. These rules and procedures are designed to ensure that
expert witnesses are objective and unbiased, and that they are held
accountable for their testimony.

Expert witnesses play a critical role in the legal system. However, conflicts
of interest and issues of absolute immunity can raise ethical and legal
concerns. The courts have developed a number of rules and procedures to
address these concerns. These rules and procedures are designed to
ensure that expert witnesses are objective and unbiased, and that they are
held accountable for their testimony.

By understanding the complexities and controversies surrounding these
issues, attorneys and expert witnesses can help to ensure that the legal
system is fair and just.
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