Dutchman's Dangerous Journey to Join the
Allies

In the early days of World War Il, as the German army swept across
Europe, a young Dutchman named Jan van der Velde made a daring
decision to join the Allies. He knew that it would be a dangerous journey,
but he was determined to do his part to fight against the Nazis.
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Jan's journey began in his hometown of Rotterdam, where he boarded a
ship bound for England. The ship was carrying refugees from the German
invasion, and Jan was disguised as one of them. He knew that if he was
caught, he would be arrested and executed as a traitor.
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The journey was long and perilous. The ship was attacked by German
submarines, and Jan was forced to spend several days hiding in the hold.
He finally arrived in England, exhausted and hungry, but he was
determined to continue his journey.

Jan joined the Dutch Resistance, and he soon became one of their most
valuable agents. He helped to sabotage German supply lines, and he even
helped to plan the liberation of the Netherlands. Jan's work was dangerous,
but he never gave up. He was a true hero, and his story is an inspiration to
us all.

A closer look at Jan van der Velde's journey

Jan van der Velde was born in Rotterdam, Netherlands, in 1919. He was
the son of a Dutch businessman and a German mother. Jan grew up in a
wealthy family, and he received a good education. He was a bright and
ambitious young man, and he had a strong sense of justice.

When the Germans invaded the Netherlands in 1940, Jan was 21 years
old. He was horrified by the Nazi occupation, and he was determined to do
something to fight back.

Jan joined the Dutch Resistance, and he soon became one of their most
valuable agents. He was a skilled saboteur, and he was also able to gather
valuable intelligence about the German occupation.

In 1943, Jan was captured by the Gestapo. He was tortured and
interrogated, but he refused to give up any information about the
Resistance.



Jan was sentenced to death, but he was able to escape from prison. He
made his way to England, where he joined the Dutch forces in exile.

Jan fought bravely in the liberation of the Netherlands in 1945. After the
war, he returned to his hometown of Rotterdam, where he continued to
work for peace and justice.

The legacy of Jan van der Velde

Jan van der Velde was a true hero. He risked his life to fight against the
Nazis, and he helped to liberate the Netherlands from occupation.

Jan's story is an inspiration to us all. It shows us that even in the darkest of
times, there is always hope. We can all make a difference, and we should
never give up fighting for what we believe in.

Jan van der Velde's legacy lives on today in the work of the Dutch
Resistance Museum. The museum tells the story of the Dutch Resistance
during World War Il, and it helps to keep Jan's memory alive.

The Dutch Resistance Museum is a fitting tribute to Jan van der Velde and
the other brave men and women who fought for the liberation of the
Netherlands.
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